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43,  If It Is true that your Petitioners' sanitary habits  are not
such as to endanger the health of the European community,   and
If it be true also  that the agitation   against them is due to   trade
jealousy, your Petitioners submit that the Award of   the    Chief
Justice of the Orange Free State cannot be binding, even   though
it be in strict accordance with the terms of the reference.   For, the
very reason which induced Her Majesty's Government  to assent
to a departure from the Convention does not then exist.
44.  If, however, Your Excellency is disposed   to doubt the
statements  made  herein,   as   regards  your   Petitioners'    sanitary
habits, your Petitioners humbly urge that, in view of the fact that
very large interests are  at stake,  and  that there are  conflicting
statements with regard to your Petitioners' sanitary habits,   and
that the feeling is very high against the Indians  in South Africa,
before any departure from the Convention is finally  assented to,
some impartial inquiry should be made as to the truth of the con-
flicting statements, and that the whole question of  the status of
the Indian in South Africa should be sifted.
In conclusion, your Petitioners leave their case In Your Excel-
lency's hands, earnestly praying and fully hoping that your Peti-
tioners will not be allowed to become a prey to the colour preju-
dice, and that Her Majesty's Government will not consent to a
treatment of the Indians in the South African Republic which
would place the'm in a degraded and unnatural position and deprive
them of the means of earning an honest livelihood*
And for this act of justice and mercy, your Petitioners, as In
duty bound, shall for ever pray, etc.1
APPENDIX   A
PRETORIA, Z.A.R.2
April 27, 1895
I hereby certify that I have practised as a genera! medical practitioner
in tfee town of Pretoria for the last five years.
1   The original printed copy of the Petition does not bear signatures.    As
to the reactions in the Press to this petition, vide The 'Early Phase > pp.   534-6.
The Awarda however, was accepted by Her Majesty's Government in June 1895,
subject to  the proviso  that "the Volksraad   should repeal the resolutions of
September 8. 1893, and the Government of the South African Republic should
withdraw the circular of December 1893, so as to allow the Courts of Justice
to give an unfettered interpretation  of the Law 3 of 1885 as amended".    For
further developments, vide The Early Phase, pp. 537-9.
2 This is Zuid-Afrikaans(Ae Republick, Dutch for South African Republic.